Genocide and The Bible
Is the God of the Old (or First) Testament Evil, Vindictive, and Morally Reprehensible?
Start
Here!

Start Here!

To be honest, the question of genocide
commanded by Yahweh in the Bible is confusing
and scary. So how can we think deeply about it?
Let’s look at some of Christianity’s best
thinkers: Paul Copan and William Lane Craig.

Read

Read Deuteronomy 20:17 and Context

“…you shall devote them to complete
destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the
Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and
the Jebusites, as the Lord your God has
commanded…”

Watch Video . . .
Paul Copan is the Chair of Philosophy and
Ethics at Palm Beach Atlantic University,
President of the Evangelical Philosophical
Society, and author of Is God A Moral Monster?
Watch and prepare to discuss: bit.ly/2bjaODJ.
Bonus: bit.ly/2bySzMr

Talk

Talk About It . . .

Unpack Copan’s
interview. Consider
watching it twice!
Definition. First,
what is genocide? It
is the deliberate
killing of an ethnic
group. God’s
command is
directed toward
nations, not because
of their race, but
because of their evil
actions.
Patience. God is
not quick to issue
these types of
commands; it often
takes hundreds of
years of evil.
Survivors. People
were often driven
out, not destroyed.
There were
survivors. See
Judges 1.
Hyperbole.
Ancient cultures
frequently used
hyperbolized war
rhetoric to scare
their enemies.

Story

Be Vulnerable

Talk about your process for approaching
culturally difficult topics or challenges in the
Bible. How do you deal with doubt and seek
out answers? Do you have a success story?

Watch Video . . .
William Lane Craig is Research Professor of
Philosophy at Talbot School of Theology and
Professor of Philosophy at Houston Baptist
University. Watch this: bit.ly/1lQdU1H

Talk

Talk About It . . .
Is it just for God to give and take life?

Idea

Final Idea!

Many people have asked this question.
Don't be afraid to pursue answers and lean
upon the research of experts!

